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.- One Senate aide who dealt frequently with !
Inman during the recent probes of intelligence |
‘abuses sums up the CIA’s new deputy director |
“He is by far the best senior intelligence offi-
cial we have. He is extraordinarily intelligent,
straightforward, articulate.” .
“He has a marvelous memory and a good |
sense of what intelligence is for—what it should .
or should not do in American democracy. He
gets along with all senators.” : :

A native of Rhonesboro, Tex,, Inman, 49,

joined the Navy in 1952 as an ensign and served !
on the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Valley Forge in the i
Korean War. Rising steadily despite his lack of a
Naval Academy degree, he was named director |

of naval intelligence in 1974 and vice director |

“STAT]

ight, -

b,

_ Since 1977, he has headed the supersecret
~ National Security Agency, which listens in on
~ electronic transmissions of foreign countries.

..~ Inman expects to shoulder a major burden in

running the agency and. coordinating the U.S.

o e, - Intelligence community while Director Casey,
an intelligence official in . o ' -
World War II, concen-
trates on management of
covert operations, -
The No. 1 problem, says .
Inman, is to rebuild Amer-
‘ica’s intelligencé man-.
power—neglected during
the post-Vietnam years
while money was spent on
sophisticated  satellite
‘technology. He also wants -
to improve the CIA’s abili-
ty to forecast where politi-
cal events are headed.
Inman won raves on
Capitol Hill, where Barry
Goldwater (R-Ariz.), Sen-
ate Intelligence Commit-
tee chairman, told him:
“If there’s any such thing
as the right man for the
job at the right time,
you're that man. I don’t |}
know of a man in the busi- Aoiatineg §
ness’who is better than veteran spy Bobby Ray Inman.:

you.” -0 - seeks CIA manpower increase. - |
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